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‘WINGS OF SCIENTIFIC TEMPER'’ -

An Interview with Dr. Roddam Narasimha

Padma Vibhushan Dr. Roddam Narasimha, an alumnus of
Vijaya College, is one of the most illustrious scientists of India.
He is an Aerospace Scientist with many significant contributions
to fluid dynamics research and aerospace technology. He has
been Professor of Aerospace Engineering and Head of
Department at the Indian Institute of Science (1ISc), Director of
the National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) and of the National
Institute of Advanced Studies. His research has won him many
honours in India and abroad: Fellowship of the Royal Society,
Foreign Associateship in the US National Academy of Sciences,
and of Engineering, the Trieste Prize and Presidentship of the
Indian Academy of Sciences. He held till recently the DST Year-
of-Science Chair Professorship at JNCASR.

He dons many hats. His expertise in his chosen area comes to
the fore when he speaks about Physics. His eyes sparkle with
scholarly delight once he gets speaking about his love for Sanskrit. He spoke to Sushma R Rao and
Yashodhara Kuldeep (Asst. Profs, Dept. of Media Studies and English, Vijaya College, Jayanagar) about his
student days at Vijaya College, science education and the future of scientific research. Vijaya College is
immensely proud of this great alumnus. Here are a few excerpts:

Student days in Vijaya College

| was a student of Vijaya College between 1947 and 1949. Today's PUC was then called 'Intermediate
College'. Dr. V T Sreenivasan was the Principal. He had a certain sense of humour and a unique way of
teaching. At the end of each year he would arrange for a short course of two to three lectures about some
play. He would say this was arranged to 'buck you up' for the exams. We had a gala time when he talked
about Shakespeare's - 'As You Like It'. Another Professor who left a lasting impression on me was Mr.
Vishwanathan, whose English was impeccable. He used heavy words to help us enhance our vocabulary.
And Prof. B. R. Venkateshachar, although retired from senior positions he had held at Central College and
(briefly) at the Indian Institute of Science, taught us Trigonometry in his own interesting way.
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Prof. BV Narayan Rao

All the teachers who taught in Vijaya College had some distinct characteristics. Professor BVN handled lab
sessions as well as lectures, making physics very interesting, and left a great impression on me. What
distinguished him from others was his sense of humour. He would always tell some joke or the other as an
analogy and the students loved it. His brother, Prof.B.V. Raghavendra Rao, was my father's colleague at
Central College, but had shifted to 11ISc by the time | had joined to do my Master's degree there.

Association with DVG

It was during my school days in Acharya Pathashala (APS) that | first met the great scholar and poet ShriD. V.
Gundappa. He would come with his group of friends to a field where the APS B team would frequently
practice cricket. He was also my

father's friend. The two of them '
were responsible for introducing

me to the joys of Sanskrit literature.
| joined the Sunday morning
classes which DVG conducted at
the Gokhale Institute of Public
Affairs. Each class covered two or

three subjects, ranging from
Sanskrit plays like the celebrated
'Abhijnana Shakuntala' by Kalidasa
to the 'Bhagavad Gita' and the
'Upanishads’, and also works by
Adam Smith, Walter Bagehot and

other political and economic A -

philosophers of the imperial era in
Britain.

Tryst with Sanskrit

Though | opted for the English medium in school, we spoke Kannada at home, read Kannada books and
watched Kannada plays. My mother made sure that at meal times English was forbidden. My father wanted
me to learn Sanskrit, so | learnt it in school as well as in a temple in Gandhi Bazar (where classes started at
6.00 am). When | went to the United States | was shocked by the contrast that | saw between our
countries.The U.S. was so wealthy that it had me wondering about how it had progressed. It was during an
interaction with a teacher from the Humanities that | regained an interest in Sanskrit.This time | taught
myself a little more Sanskrit so that | could read great scientific works, like that of Aryabhata's for example.
What | found there surprised me: Indians and Greeks learnt and practised sciencein their own different way.
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The Greek method was to state axioms and deduce results by logic;
the Indian method was to observe, infer and calculate.

Makein India

We need both pure and applied sciences in our country. Many
countries go through this phase, where they ignore the former for
the latter. Before the 1920s, the United States was strong in industry
and technology but did not become a power in science till the end of
World War Il, through pretty much what we are going through now,
except for the fact that they were very rich. To take pure sciences to
the market we need people who can 'translate'. | am happy to seeitis
happening now in India;translational research is growing and start-

ups are multiplying. | hope the dichotomy between pure and applied
science will weaken before long.

Science Education

Our entire education system needs an over-haul. The system suffers from some obvious but serious defects.
We still depend on mugging up and not on understanding the concepts. From the primary level we need to
teach observation, discussion, calculation and verification.

At the higher level our courses are too rigid, and there are too many rules about everything: whether it is
admission, graduation or teaching. The system should be more flexible, and permit change for genuine
reasons. For example you may enter Cambridge University wanting to study Metallurgy, but you discover
after a year that physics is what you like; the University permits you to change your option. Youngsters must
learn to pursue their passion and elders must allow it. This is not easy in India. Geniuses like Ramanujan
would not be have been permitted to study in an Indian University even today. Intellect must not be
supressed.

Message to my Alma Mater

| spent two very happy years in Vijaya College. | have never forgotten some of those teachers like
Prof. B. V. Narayan Rao and Prof. Venkateshachar. It helped me bridge school and university learning very
effectively.

| wish Vijaya College and BHS HES a great future.
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EVER LASTING INFLUENCE

Justice N. Kumar

Vijaya College, my alma mater was a premium institution of Bangalore. |
spent four years, the best part of my life in this institution during the
period 1968-1972.

Prof. V.T. Srinivasan, professor of English was the Principal. His deputy
was Prof. B.V. Narayan Rao, Head of Department of Physics. Shri. K.
Rajgopalachar, professor of Sanskrit was in charge of sports. Under his
guidance, | began playing Khokho and | was the captain of the college
team and also represented the Bangalore University. Shri. Vaideshwaram
and Shri. M.J. Sundaram who was the Head of Department of Botany and
Zoology respectively, were our favourite teachers. Shri. Satyanarayana

Shastri who taught Chemistry was fond of Sanskrit, who expected us to
answer the attendance in Sanskrit. The lecturers of Kannada were equally good. The college provided very
good sportsfacilities.

The atmosphere and surroundings of the college and the faculty members who took a personal interest in
students had an everlasting influence on the students and in particular on me. They were the embodiment
of learning, character, integrity, hard work and we tried to imbibe these virtues. They moulded my career
which enabled me to climb the ladder of success in my life. | am grateful to them for the achievements in my
life.

[The writer is a former Judge with the High Court of Karnataka]

~

Congratulations to BHS HES on its Platinum Jubilee. | am ever grateful to BHS college as it helped to
be who | am as a person now. The 5 years | spent there were privileged to have met the teachers
who taught life lessons and instilled courage, pride and creativity within me. Which made me more
responsible. | bow to my Alma Mater with the deepest respect and gratitude.

Nandan Bhoopalam
(The writer is Owner and Head Chef, Princesa do Castelo Restaurant in Lisbon, Portugal.)

-
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'SET YOUR GOALS AND LIVE UP TO THEM'

Dr. Rakshith Bharadwaj

| was lucky to have a technology-free childhood. Teachers found it hard to
keep me in the classroom. Always out with friends and never completing
homework, all | did was play eat and sleep with an absolute lack of interest
inacademics. Studies were boring and lacked excitement. Nobody thought
I had any future, including myself.

Of course, they perceived that | would end up as a “sadak chhap” and why
would they not? For | was all the time playing, bunking classes, going to

movies, picking fights with friends with the insane, blunt confidence of
knowing it all. So, with this history behind studies, it was quite certain my
marks card would be colourful. | scored extremely low percentage in 9th standard. Just scraped
through, barely made it.

For me, following one's instructions about any task was next to impossible. Yet, my teachers never gave
up on me. | must say my school environment was impressive. We were allowed to be playful as well as
enjoy freedom. The teachers trusted that every child has a different calibre. They allowed us to run, fall,
get hurt, get up, and get going to experience life. This environment allowed me to be myself. One of the
teachers had a short conversation with me — helping me understand my potential and made me realise
that my future depends upon my current action.

With many years of experience, | can surely tell you that unless the drive to achieve something comes
from within, itisimpossible to inspire someone and 9th standard result was one such moment in my life.
It was the moment of cross-roads. | had two paths to walk - the path of a nomadic lion or walking down
the path of a wise king.

Since | had already walked down the first one, | decided to try the path of the wise king.

| studied with all my heart, mind and soul and wrote the 10th standard exams. It was one of the teachers
from the school who again offered emotional support and instilled courage when | was reluctant, to at
least go to school to look at the result. To my disbelief, | had passed in “Distinction.” These are the
moments when students need support, assurance and encouragement. It is like watering a seed after
planting it, without which it would die.
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This inspired me to continue studies with interest. | became organized and scheduled my study and play
hours. | could see the results and nothing could stop me now. | was the first choice of my friends to clarify
theirdoubtsinany subject. It was an amazing and exciting phase.

However, this was a short-lived glory, | did not perform in my 1st PUC. | used to sit in the college canteen,
not attending classes and one fine day was caught by a lecturer while | was in the canteen. He sat next to
me, no conversation, no scolding, but pin drop silence, he also did not go to the class. The bell for the
lunch rang and he went away and the students to whom he was supposed to teach that day also left. But
that was the longest silence | had been subjected to. That day I realized my mistake of putting the life and
career of so many students at stake. The same lecturer provided me his notes from the private tuitions
he used to conduct. | realized that | was once again in cross-roads of life, an important part of time that
can decide which way | would be going for the rest of my life. | realised that it was my arrogance, and |
had to address that drawback. | handled all my feelings through logical thinking, when in doubt asked
my teachers. My resultsin 2nd PUC touched the sky. | scored 84%.

| would like to mention to all the students that your experience and attitude is fresh to you but you are
not the 1st one to experience it. We all have gone through that phase. We (your parents, teachers and
me) are here to support you by sharing our experience so that you can create your own way to enjoy life
and celebrate success in whatever way it means to you. You set your goals and live up to them.

The values that teachers at BHSS and Vijaya College instilled in me led me to achieve the feat of a
successful Homeopathic Doctor, practicing for 14 years now and being one of the Board of Directors at
International Hahnemann Zentrum, Trogau, e.V in Germany.

Let me reiterate that none of my achievements would have been possible if not for my teachers at
school and lecturers at college who encouraged and supported me. | am ever grateful to every teacher
at Bangalore Higher Secondary School and Vijaya College, for letting me be myself and find my way to
successin life.

[The writer is a Homeopathic Doctor and member of
Board of Directors of International Hahnemann Zentrum, Trogan. eV, Germany]
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Congratulations BHS HES on achieving 75 years of successful service as an Educational Institution.

Words are not enough to express my heartfelt gratitude to each and everyone in Bangalore
Institute of Legal Studies (BILS) for contributing in fulfilling my dream of being in Judiciary. The very
first day | step on the premises of BILS is vividly reminiscing today. It was the encouraging words
from the Dean Sir N.B. Bhat and the then Principal, Sir Jatti that played a huge part in choosing law
as my career. The words of Sir Jatti to me on the date of my admission to the College that “You are
lucky that you choose to study law” bought a positive frame of mind onto myself and | felt that
indeed | am Lucky that | choose BILS. | also extend and remain ever thankful to all the lecturers who
had moulded me to realized my dream. They provided hand holding support to each and every
student, which indeed help us in understanding the basics more discretely. The lessons and the
assignment at BILS indeed help in clearing the Manipur Judicial Exam without much difficulty and
now, | stand here proudly as one of the Laurel of BILS.

Thank You Once Again.

Ashem Tarunakumari Devi, MJS
(Civil Judge Junior Division/Judicial Magistrate First Class, Imphal West-|
i/c Deputy Member Secretary, Manipur State Legal Services Authority)
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College days are special. It's another matter that one realises this only after passing out and
steppinginto the corporate world.

Vijaya College has shaped my personality in many ways. | remember walking in as a confused boy
but all excited for the journalism course. Today as | am firming my grip on the career as a broadcast
reporter, | have very fond memories of the time spent at the college.

Mentors leave a profound impact on you and they are rare to come by. At college, | was blessed to
be mentored by teachers who were passionate about the craft of teaching. Literature lectures were
always filled with abundant discussions on life and morality. All opinions were welcome and one
was encouraged to not only be active academically butin other activities too.

| remember visiting several colleges in the city to participate in fests. (We did bring some laurels
too!). We worked actively on several projects like a documentary on manual scavengers that
received a standing ovation during college day! | remember hosting several events and even
conducting antakshariforteachers! What days they were.

I was lucky to be a student at BHS Higher education society. | opened my arms and the college gave
me everythingit could.

75 glorious years for the institution, 75 years of producing young bright minds!

Rahul Dayama
(The writer is now a Reporter of Business News Channel, ET NOW.)

- J
& )

moved to BHS for my graduation because some of my friends suggested. Little did | know that this
college would give me so much of rich experience and exposure in my area of study and beyond. |
had the opportunity to learn from some of the best faculty members, connect and bond with
friends and mostimportantly made me ready to go out to the competitive world.

| vividly remember performing music in the huge auditorium during cultural fests, moving around
the floors and corridors of many departments and classrooms and having the best of times
attending classes of many professors who have taught us tirelessly.

| found my partner for life in this college and it has been a beautiful journey since then. Shwetha
and | currently live and work in the US.

My sincere respects and gratitude to all individuals from this wonderful institution who have
moulded meinto the personlamtoday.

Prithveesh Cavale
(The writer is a senior software consultant with TCS, USA)

g J
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(It was indeed an absolute pleasure studying at the Bangalore High School. Looking back, the three\
years during the Y2K Period was the most memorable time of my life. If | take something back to my
grave then this time at the High School would be one of them. | learnt discipline which still rings in
my head every single day of my life. The most fun | had, was with Cricket. My school shaped my
academics and the overall growth of my personality and Character during these three years. Finally
I would like to wish all the very best to the BHS institutions.

Bharath V Rao
\ (The writer is a Sports Consultant and Sports Agent of MS Dhoni)j

[My experience at BHS has also allowed me to gain more knowledge about research in\
environmental sciences. Had | not decided to attend BHS, | would never have known the
importance of research and its benefits to community. My time in college has enriched my life in
many ways. Teachers have provided me with the necessary knowledge and tools to enhance my
research skills with state of art lab facilities. Highly rated lecturers saw their teaching role as vitally
important. They worked hard at making the most of their class contact time to maximise student
learning and interest in the subject. | would like to thank the college for pushing me to become
better than who I was.

Nagalakshmi Haleyur
\ Research Scholar, RMIT University, Australia)
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